
Income Eligibility Guidelines 
for Free and Reduced-Price Meals or Free Milk 

in Child Nutrition Programs 

Effective July 1, 2016, through June 30, 2017, participants from households with 

incomes at or below the following levels may be eligible for free or reduced-price meals 

or free milk. 

Note: The new income calculations are based on annual figures and the following 

formulas: Monthly = annual income divided by 12; Twice Per Month = annual income 

divided by 24; Every Two Weeks = annual income divided by 26; and Weekly = annual 

income divided by 52. All dollar amounts are rounded up to the next whole dollar. 

Free Eligibility Scale 
Meals, Snacks, and Milk 

Household 
Size 

Annual Monthly 
Twice 

Per 
Month 

Every 
Two 

Weeks 
Weekly 

1 $15,444  $1,287  $   644 $  594 $  297 

2 20,826 1,736 868 801 401 

3 26,208 2,184 1,092 1,008 504 

4 31,590 2,633 1,317 1,215 608 

5 36,972 3,081 1,541 1,422 711 

6 42,354 3,530 1,765 1,629 815 

7 47,749 3,980 1,990 1,837 919 

8 53,157 4,430 2,215 2,045 1,023 

For each 
additional 

family 
member, 

add: 

$  5,408 $    451 $    226 $   208 $    104 

 

 

 



Reduced-Price Eligibility Scale 
Meals and Snacks 

Household 
Size 

Annual Monthly 
Twice 

Per 
Month 

Every 
Two 

Weeks 
Weekly 

1 $21,978  $1,832  $   916 $   846 $  423 

2 29,637 2,470 1,235 1,140 570 

3 37,296 3,108 1,554 1,435 718 

4 44,955 3,747 1,874 1,730 865 

5 52,614 4,385 2,193 2,024 1,012 

6 60,273 5,023 2,512 2,319 1,160 

7 67,951 5,663 2,832 2,614 1,307 

8 75,647 6,304 3,152 2,910 1,455 

For each 
additional 

family 
member, 

add: 

$  7,696 $    642 $    321 $   296 $   148 

 Household is synonymous with family and means a group of related or unrelated 

individuals who are not residents of an institution or boarding house, but who are 

living as one economic unit sharing housing and all significant income and 

expenses. This scale does not apply to households that receive CalFresh 

(formerly Food Stamps), Food Distribution Program on Indian Reservations 

(FDPIR) benefits, or children who are recipients of California Work Opportunity 

and Responsibility to Kids Program (CalWORKs). Those children are 

automatically eligible for free meal benefits. 

 In the Adult Care Component of the Child and Adult Care Food Program, a 

household includes the adult participant and, if residing with the participant, the 

spouse as well as any persons who are economically dependent on the adult 

participant. This scale does not apply to members of CalFresh (formerly Food 

Stamps) households, or recipients of Supplemental Security Income, 

Medicaid/Medi-Cal, or FDPIR benefits. Those participants are automatically 

eligible for free meals. 

Questions:   Nutrition Services Division | 800-952-5609 
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